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When it comes to calling
cards for developers,
there's nothing like the

prospect of a LEED
designation to pique the
interest of elected
officials.

Consider for example the
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recent Westhills proposal
in Langford, a staggering
5,000 units slated for
470 acres at the west
side of Langford lake. It's
to be built over the next 15 years.

Joe van Belleghem stands next to the plaque
awarded to the Vancouver Island Tech Park in
Saanich for the building design’'s commitment
to LEED standards.

Sure, there's a good chance development-friendly Langford council
would have approved the project anyway, but developer Jim
Hartshorne's recent pledge to create Canada’s first entirely "green"
neighbourhood certainly helped sell the project during a public meeting
held in mid-April.

All buildings in the $2-billion development will be built to LEED
standards, Hartshorne said, with energy-efficient heating, low pollution
lighting, low-flow toilets, grey water irrigation systems and pesticide-
free landscaping. The project is also being billed as a catalyst for plans
to turn the nearby E&N Railway into a commuter rail line.

According to Langford's chief engineer, Michael Baxter, those
requirements will be built into the Westhills master agreement, should
the proposal survive an upcoming public meeting.

"All that will be stipulated in the master agreement,” he said.

Short for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, LEED
designations come in bronze, silver, gold and even platinum, although
achieving the latter standard is a tall order for the average developer.
And not all "green" projects end up as green as they were originally
intended.

During the design stage of Save- On-Foods Memorial Centre, developer
RG Properties considered going after a LEED designation but backed off
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